Betty M. Calhoun
July 30, 1923 - October 16, 2020

Betty Maybelle "Bitty Cat" Fox Calhoun

Entered this world on July 30, 1923 and entered into heaven on Friday October 16, 2020.
She was born in her grandparents home on their farm about a mile from her parents family
farm in Corum, Oklahoma. She was a country girl at heart and a stylin' sophisticated work
of art. When 15 years old she and her family moved to the big city of Oklahoma City,
attended high school there and helped out at her family's boarding house. She graduated
from Central High School. While making one of many trips to a small neighborhood bakery
that supplied goods for the boarding house she caught the eye of a handsome young man
named John Howard Calhoun who immediately became smitten with her. They married on
January 3, 1943 and had a Camelot love affair until the day that her precious Johnny and
our Dad and Grandpa passed away 67 years later.
Johnny served in the 82nd Airborne Division in WW II and was a decorated Purple Heart
recipient. In 1949 Betty and Johnny moved to Tulsa and raised their family there. We were
so fortunate to have such beautiful examples of true love. Their Christian values and faith
were our guiding light!
In OKC Betty worked at Tinker Field delivering classified messages. She then worked as a
telephone operator until her and Johnny's move to Tulsa. In later years she was a preschool teacher, a job she loved most. Mom, Granny, Gammy, Granma and Great GG was
our Mentor, our Friend, our Advocate, our Teacher and ever present Cheerleader.
Betty was a lifelong Methodist and was always active in her church. She loved the Lord!
She loved family get togethers. She was a fantastic cook and could grille on her trusty
Hasty Bake with the best of them.
Betty was predeceased by her beloved Johnny, her parents David Earl and Lora Mary

(Vanblair) Fox, brother and sister-in-law Glen and Eddie Fox, and sister and brother-in-law
Gayle and Leroy Townsend. She is survived by daughter Judy Calhoun (Michael) Skaistis,
son Don (Lisa) Calhoun and son Fred (Nita) Calhoun, Granddaughters Lora (Marty)
Cloyd, Tami Golden, Rachelle Calhoun, Katy (David) Becker, Emily Calhoun and
Grandson Jon-Michael Skaistis. She also leaves five great grandsons and three great
granddaughters, special nieces and nephews, cousins and many friends.
Many Thanks to the Burgundy Place Retirement Center in Tulsa for making her final years
such a joyful experience. Special thanks to Shondel, Denice, Sonya and Sharon. You all
are the BEST!
Private family services were held. A Life Celebration will be held at a later date.
Memorial Donations can be made in Betty's name to: Southern Hills United Methodist
Church, 6160 South Lewis Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74136 or Meals on Wheels. �'SHE RAN
THE GOOD RACE AND HAS WON." Moore's Southlawn 918-663-2233 share memories
at http://www.moorefuneral.com

Comments

“

My sister Teresa Norvell and I have known Betty since Teresa and Judy became
close friends at Nimitz Junior High School. Betty was a second mom to Teresa, Ann
and Linda for more than 50 years so it was particularly poignant that Betty joined our
mother with their beloved Jesus the day before the 7th anniversary of mama's
passing. When Teresa and I had our children, Betty took them into her day nursery
family giving them the affectionate care she gave to all children. My twins weren't old
enough to meet the criteria of the center but Betty took them early, making a
particularly difficult time in my life easier. When it became apparent that Teresa
needed to return to Tulsa, the old gang went to see Betty and Teresa chose to move
to Burgundy Place to be close to her. Betty lifted Teresa's spirits and I will forever be
grateful to her and Judy for their attention to and affection for my sister. A larger than
life spirit in a tiny little lady. Our prayers are with you in this difficult transition,
knowing she is where she knew she would be and we will see our mothers again in
the unbroken circle.

Patricia Neel - October 19, 2020 at 12:31 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Betty M. Calhoun.

October 18, 2020 at 11:01 PM

“

Betty was an amazing lady who was so loved by those who knew her. She had such
a positive and encouraging attitude as well as a beautiful sense of f humor. We will
remember her with so much love. We will miss our Betty Boop.

Denice Kester - October 18, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

Carole Fiorendino lit a candle in memory of Betty M. Calhoun

Carole Fiorendino - October 18, 2020 at 01:29 PM

